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good afternoon we're here this afternoon for our fourth discussion of the hidden history of America from 
World War two to the present last meeting we as you recall discussed the assassination of President 
Kennedy where | set forth the views at the at the end of the class about task force W having been directly 
involved in the assassination of the president and the steps that President Kennedy was taking subsequent 
to the night of October 26 27 of 1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis when he had been confronted by the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff in their vote a unanimous vote to go to nuclear first-strike | pointed out to you that the 
president refused to initiate the first strike and subsequent to that time immediately ordered the standing 
down of all US nuclear forces from the red alert that they were on and that he began a series of steps which 
included reaching out to President Khrushchev the establishment of a direct line of communications from 
office to office with the Russian president the initiation of the nuclear test-ban treaty with the Soviet Union 
that he sent a secret emissary to Fidel Castro to begin the discussion of normalizing relations with Cuba but 
most importantly as you recall | pointed out that starting in January of 1963 President 
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starting in January of 1963 President Kennedy and his brother Robert initiated a series of strikes against the 
secret anti-castro paramilitary bases that have been established at No Name key off the Florida coast also in 
the Everglades and later on at Lake Pontchartrain in Louisiana in the bayou country and it was this series of 
attacks undertaken by a United States Marshals and FBI in helicopter gunships with fully automatic m16 
rifles that triggered the decision on the part of members of Task Force W to turn their attention away from the 
task of assassinating Fidel Castro to assassinate the President himself what we want to talk about today is 
the aftermath of the Kennedy assassination we had designated the assassination of the President on 
November 22nd of 1963 as the primary defining event in the early political life of the 60s generation the so- 
called baby boom generation born between 1945 at the end of World War two down to November of 1963 
what we the reason we want to talk about the aftermath of the Kennedy assassination today is because that 
leads directly on to what is almost certainly the second most important defining event in the political life of the 
sixties generation that being the war in Vietnam | want to discuss this extremely important subject in several 
distinct steps today the first will be to set forth the evidence establishing the fact that President Kennedy had 
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the fact that President Kennedy had decided between October 2nd and October 11th of 1963 immediately 
before going to Dallas that he was going to withdraw a u.s. personnel from Vietnam he had decided 
specifically that he was going to withdraw 1,000 men from Vietnam by the end of 1963 he was going to 


instigate a training program to try to train the South Vietnamese irregular forces to whatever degree they 
could to undertake their own military defense and that he was planning to withdraw all 16,000 United States 
military personnel and central intelligence personnel and advisors from Vietnam by the end of 1965 | will set 
that data forth for you to show the the important effect of the assassination and the removal of the president 
upon the course of the war he'll point out secondly that during the very time that President Kennedy was 
discussing and initiating these decisions there was a covert plan underway on the part of the Central 
Intelligence Agency's Operations Directorate in coordination with Marine Corps Major General Victor Krulak 
who was the Undersecretary of defense for special operations to plan a full-scale alternative program to the 
withdrawal of these troops and | will | will give you some detail of what this plan was it's codenamed up plan 
34 a now I'll give you some of the details of that thirdly I'll want to discuss today the public position that the 
administration's had taken with regard to the history of Vietnam why it 
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regard to the history of Vietnam why it is that we were in Vietnam why it is that the administration's were 
calling upon an entire generation of Americans to dedicate themselves to fighting and dying in Southeast 
Asia ostensibly for the objectives of democracy but | will forth set out to you what the actual facts are with 
regard to the history in Vietnam some of the detailed data that is available to us now and was in fact 
available at the time | will also then move to pointing out the specifics of moving operation this this op plan 
34a into effect immediately after the assassination of President Kennedy is having been killed on November 
22nd of 1963 as of December 21st 1963 you will see that this clandestine plan that had been being prepared 
for some time by the Operations Director of the Central Intelligence Agency began to move into full force | 
will also today discuss with you the details in the evidence demonstrating that the Tonkin Bay or Tonkin Gulf 
incident of August of 1964 which was used as the rationale for committing the United States military forces 
into Vietnam was a complete fabrication and it's it's time | guess in your generation that you came to know 
that for an absolute fact and to know what important role that played in the war in Vietnam I will also then set 
forth for you the specifics of how the administration and the Johnson administration and the Central 
Intelligence Agency and United States Pentagon intentionally lied to and deceived members of the United 
States Congress to elicit their votes in support of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
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support of the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution which was there and after treated functionally as a declaration of 
war by the administration | will then go into some detail on the details of the unjust war that was waged by 
the United States executive branch against the people of Vietnam for some full ten year period from August 
of 1964 until April of 1975 and then I'll discuss with you the impact of that war on the sixties generation the 
largest single generation of Americans up until your generation of our children and the the ages of the 
children in your generation range from the upper reaches of it at your age in college all the way down to the 
little babies that have just been born by the most recent members of our generation those were like about 30 
years old right now | will discuss the impact of the Vietnam War on the political culture of the United States 
giving you some details of what it was like then and what the implications are for the future and | will discuss 
with you today the the very famous what they call the war at home the major confrontation that arose 
between the 60s generation and those in positions of authority within the executive branch under then 
President Richard Nixon now discuss with you the reaction of the administration to the rising resistance on 
the part of this generation and some few members of the previous generation I'll talk with you about the 
establishment response to the reaction of the Nixon administration moving its way all the way on through to 
the the resignation of Richard Nixon though we'll be dealing with the 
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though we'll be dealing with the specifics of the Watergate burglary and the details of the church committee 
hearings and the reaction against the Central Intelligence Agency that took place between 1972 actually 73 
and 1976 now let's let's move let's move to the details of this now that I've given you a brief overview of what 


the day is going to be like you can see that it's going to be a fairly intense period not to distinguish it | guess 
from the previous discussions we've had but let's let's get down to it now that there's been a lot of talk about 
the fact that all that Lyndon Johnson really did when he came on as president after the assassination on 
November 22nd was to steadfastly try to continue the policies and programs of the Kennedy administration 
so has to generate the the minimal type of disruption this is complete completely false the fact is that the 
evidence shows beyond any dispute whatsoever that President Kennedy had resolved in October of 1963 to 
remove the troops from Vietnam now there's a there's a detailed discussion of the memos the interoffice 
cables that were sent verifying this in a book called JFK and Vietnam by Colonel John Newman he is a 
United States military historian he's now a professor at the University of Maryland this is a 1992 publication 
but | page 359 he starts to recount the details of this that have been revealed through the internal 
memoranda and I'll just briefly give you something so you'll know the degree of detail that exists showing that 
this is this is factually established behind any significant doubt it says President Kennedy decided to 
withdraw from Vietnam after the 1964 
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withdraw from Vietnam after the 1964 elections knowing the things were not going to be going well and fully 
aware that in some corners he would be damned as a communist appeaser he confided his plan to Senator 
Michael Mansfield one of the vocal critics and he decided to begin the pullout even before the election the 
Mansfield discussion and the wood memo to Hillsman make it perfectly clear that Kennedy and McNamara 
had agreed to start the withdrawal at the end of 1963 continuing into 1964 what made the 1000 man 
withdrawal particularly risky was the criticism that would be forthcoming from conservatives there for the 
deception that was in progress as of 1962 which had been used to justify the continuation of the expansion 
of the American effort was now to be seized upon by President Kennedy and used as the very reason for the 
1,000 man withdrawal what this is all about is the fact is that the United States military advisors that were on 
the ground in Vietnam had been regularly lying to the president giving false body counts of the of the 
Vietcong that were killed reducing the amount of damage that had been done against the the South 
Vietnamese regular forces constantly lying about the progress of the so-called strategic Hamlet's that they 
were building which were basically functionally concentration camps that they were they were taking all of 
the people out of the countryside and pulling them out and putting them into concentration camps so as to 
remove the grass roots Network support that existed for the vietcong Olivia noon now that's that's what was 
going on there were details coming in from the military saying that less than 0.02 percent of these strategic 
Hamlet's or at any time ever overrun by the Vietcong and taken back the fact is that that when they got on 
the ground 
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that when they got on the ground later on Kennedy's advisors who were over there Maxwell Taylor and 
McNamara found out that a minimum of 20% were expected to be overrun right within the first three months 
after they were constructed and it wasn't likely they just got the decimal point in the wrong place it's not 
something that one makes that kind of an error about and this is this is what they're talking about so what 
President Kennedy decided to do is in this kind of jujitsu manner to take all of those statistics that were being 
given to him by the military about how well they were doing and how well the war was progressing to say well 
in that case we can start to withdraw our troops and we can turn the fighting over to the to the South 
Vietnamese government now they go on to point out that Kennedy had had reconciled himself to withdraw 
even though he was aware that they were in a losing position on the battlefield said McNamara followed up 
on these early decisions made in in April with a may 8th memorandum he sent two memorandums to his 
staff the first directing development of plans to replace all u.s. with South Vietnamese forces as soon as 
possible and to start the withdrawal of 1,000 US troops by the end of 1963 on may 9th the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff formally directed sim pack which is the Pacific Command of the United States Navy to take all 
necessary actions resulting from this week's conference into to single out the requirement for u.s. force 
withdrawal the plan for withdrawal of over 1,000 US troops for the end of the year should be developed plans 


should be based upon withdrawing of US units as opposed to individuals and replacing them with selected 
specially trained South Vietnamese you and they go on down through the details of the memos that were set 
sent back and forth President Kennedy began to take public statements now in a May 22nd press 
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statements now in a May 22nd press conference Kennedy was asked about the progress of the war and he 
stated we are hopeful that the situation in Vietnam will permit withdrawal of some of our troops by the end of 
this year as of today we would hope that we could begin to perhaps do this by the end of this year and 
meanwhile communications are sent to Admiral felt and the Joint Chiefs of Staff giving him details of how to 
how to undertake this plan and in fact by the there's a series of meetings that took place and here's the 
here's the clincher in this this is on September 10th now before the October 2nd decision on September 10th 
general Maxwell Taylor and Robert McNamara returned from a field trip and some others went there 
Mendenhall one of the assistants the Secretary of Defense and there was an astonishing a set of meetings 
with the president that took place on September 10th in which Victor crew lack the Major General of the 
United States Marine Corps that | mentioned to you that was in charge of the he was an assistant 
undersecretary of Defense for Special Operations he would constantly be the one coming to the president 
telling him how well everything was going and when Undersecretary of Defense mendenhall on the other 
hand came in and started telling him that this really wasn't going well at all he they gave two reports to the 
president in a September 10th meeting that were almost completely contrary to one another and President 
Kennedy they remarked that President Kennedy turned to them and said did you people both go to the same 
country and he was trying to figure out why this kind of reporting was going on but he decided very clearly 
that he was going to direct the the removal of the troops in the morning of October 2nd | say there was a 
meeting with Kennedy 
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there was a meeting with Kennedy Kennedy took McNamara and Taylor into the Oval Office for a private 
discussion when they emerged McNamara ordered the recommendation on the 1,000 man withdrawal to be 
put into the report and they had another meeting at six o'clock that evening on October 2nd and they put the 
resolution in deciding that they were going to do this and they drafted a national security action 
memorandum designated as NCM 263 it was written on october 11th by Forrestal and it specifically set forth 
the president's decision of October 5th dating at an October 5th to remove the troops from Vietnam this is a 
this is a very detailed history you know in effect almost ad nauseam with footnotes and details making clear 
that that decision had been made and put into a national security action memorandum as of the 11th of 
November now we also have to deal with the fact that you shouldn't put that book away because it's got the 
other stuff in it yet at the exact same time General croolik was engaged in a very bizarre process of 
formulating an alternative plan it says on May 6th of 1963 this is after the April preliminary decision of the 
president and the May 8th you called me 8th memorandum from McNamara that | referred to on May 6th of 
1963 and a conference there were five items for the Secretary of Defense and it was chaired by General 
Krulak he said the he said there was sent out the May 6th conference of the the second deaf conference 
item 5 on the agenda concerns South Vietnamese operations against the north and the record of the meeting 
parenthetically indicates that this item was being reported separately and confidentially by general crew lack 
a 
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confidentially by general crew lack a brief footnote to this record in the Defense Department history tells us 
that no such report has been found even though the record shows that he gave such a briefing all of the 
notes in memoranda from secret briefing have been lost as of now and I'll go into some detail as to what this 
plan was called a plan a plan three four eight now there's a great deal of detail as to what it what it was and 
how it was it was going down and it's discussed as | say in that in that same book bye-bye Colonel Newman 
now let me with that context of knowing that at that particular time in October all the way from May to 


October of 1963 this is following the time when you recall the president is directing the attacks on the secret 
anti-castro bases the first one in January at No Name key the second one in March of 1963 against the base 
in the Everglades and finally that the interesting discussion | told you about on the night of June eleventh and 
twelfth aboard the Flying Dutchman two of William Polly's yacht when it was decided by the people on board 
out of task force W that they were going to kill the president it was immediately subject to that time in June of 
1963 that the president his brother directed the final attack against the Lake Pontchartrain operation during 
this entire period of time with this shutting down of those bases and the rising decision on the part of the task 
force W personnel that they were going to have to turn their attention to eliminating the president you have 
this program being developed this op plan 34 a clandestine and concealed from the president now in that 
context of the president making these decisions to stop 
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president making these decisions to stop the activities that have been going on and now having come to the 
decision as of as of October 5th of 1963 to remove US military forces from Vietnam it's important that we 
address the general issue the general issue of what the rationale was that was being set forth if you were in 
our place back at that particular time if you turn the clock back to that particular period in 1963 as | 
mentioned you | was | was training at the time in the Green Berets being kind of oblivious to the whole thing 
just figuring that | had to do my two years of service and | might as well learn how to jump out of airplanes 
and fly various kinds of airplanes and do underwater diving and all that kind of stuff but the the American 
people were being told a very interesting story at that time what we were being told is as follows that way 
over in Southeast Asia there was this little country struggling to be democratic and that there was a force in 
the northern section of Vietnam that were dominated by and brainwashed basically by the north the Chinese 
Communists and the Chinese Communists had basically taken over the whole northern half of Vietnam and 
that they had talked the the some of the people in North Vietnam into doing the bidding of the Communist 
Chinese and therefore there was a totalitarian communist regime in power in the country of North Vietnam 
but there was the second country there a small country of South Vietnam that was struggling to be to remain 
democratic to not be overrun by the communist dominated forces the Chinese Communists and their forces 
of the northern country in this independent country under the under the leadership 
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country under the under the leadership of President NiO Dinh Diem were struggling to be democratic in fact 
he was so democratic he was even Catholic as opposed to being Buddhist like all the rest of those people 
are over there they were telling us and that therefore you had a good Christian a democratic government 
trying to maintain itself in South Vietnam and yet there was this cost of infiltration going on coming down from 
the north of people sneaking around in black pajamas and hiding out in attacking these innocent supporters 
of democracy all throughout South Vietnam and they were doing these horrible things like they were 
kidnapping people and torturing them and doing all of this stuff and so these people neo Dinh Diem 
specifically had specifically called upon in the United States to come and help them against these communist 
totalitarian forces and so the United States had under President Eisenhower and President and Vice 
President Nixon had begun to send almost like volunteers out of the United States Army these advisers who 
are just going to be going they weren't armed and they were just going you know unarmed to go over and 
advise them sort of like precursors to the Peace Corps kind of like and that they would go along with the 
South Vietnamese forces and try to figure out how to protect them against these kind of booby traps and in 
assaults that were going on by these infiltrators from the north and there were you know a couple thousand 
of these guys over there and we had a special training program in fact for these guys in the Green Berets 
which turned out | happened to be in at that time they were training them to to combat these people now that 
that was the story that was being pitched and it was the story under which | sort of went 
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was the story under which | sort of went in and started getting trained to do this and | | mentioned it too 
briefly before | started to develop this kind of nagging suspicion that there was something wrong with this 
story since they were telling us that we were going to have to kill women and children and that we were 
parachuting into their into these areas and anybody who saw us land we'd have to kill them even if there 
were women and children and if you were going to be clearing an area you had to kill women and children 
because they'll kill you just as fast these other people just | seem to get this kind of growing sense that there 
was a problem that the military had these military advisors and that was that virtually everybody in South 
Vietnam didn't want us there he just sort of became kind of obvious that that what happens is in the Green 
Beret training their first two years of training they train you to be a guerrilla fighter and then they spend the 
last two years of training you into being a counter guerilla fighter the problem by the time you've been 
effectively trained to be a guerrilla fighter you're perfectly cognizant of the fact that in order to be an effective 
guerrilla fighter you have to have the support of the vast majority of the people who live in the country you 
see that the whole concept of being a guerrilla fighter is fighting against some kind of externally imposed 
non-indigenous government and that you're living like a fish in the sea as they say in that you depend but 
you don't carry huge supply lines and massive military supply you live with the people and the people will 
hide you and it's like the French underground basically during the occupation of the Nazi Germans and world 
war ii and i had come to that realization myself and had as i told you we were just walked out of there left and 
had gone into into harvard college and started doing my tutorial Studies on the war in vietnam and i began to 
discover that this line was not true this strange story that they had been telling us one of the things that 
originally tipped me off was the fact that it turns out that neodym diem have been taken by united states 
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diem have been taken by united states forces and flown into vietnam from columbia university and that's 
usually a tip that this is not a homegrown indigenous leader and then i started to discover that there really 
was no semblance of democracy going on in south vietnam that in fact they were engaged in massive 
repression with secret police and then | think the most heartily thing was to discover that there was in fact no 
such thing as South Vietnam that was that was kind of shocking because | thought you know that was there 
had to be something true about what they were saying but it turns out that there wasn't even any such entity 
what had happened as it turns out is that back in back in the 1860s 1870s when there was a whole lot of 
major colonial activity going on in the South Pacific the United States was engaged in it you know with regard 
to the Hawaiian Islands the Philippines a lot of that activity the French had moved into Vietnam and the way 
the way that it occurred was a very curious incident and | yeah | don't want to deprive you of the of the 
particulars of this thing and it says there the the the person in charge in France didn't want anybody going 
into Vietnam thought it was a lost cause it wasn't much colonial advantage to being there the the trade wasn't 
so good but this this guy the the president's unyielding attitude infuriated the naval people in the Far East 
said they said themselves what was the point of their presence there they asked if they were not going to be 
allowed to do for France but the Portuguese Spanish and English navies were doing for their countries the 
trade they were supposed to be protecting and defending was practically non-existent and their voyages cost 
the state as much as what it be campaigned to expand Frances colonial possessions these views were 
enthusiastically 
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these views were enthusiastically endorsed by two specific groups the French Jesuit missionaries and their 
political supporters at home the missionaries almost the only Frenchman with whom the naval officers came 
into any contact in the Far East not only constituted the only tangible aspect of any national interest with 
which naval officers could concern themselves but they were also the only ones who knew something about 
the East including the Asian languages which made them almost indispensable for any negotiations the 
feelings of the missionaries about the official French policy were well expressed by the jesuit priest father 
do9 who compared french action in the far east with little dogs that barked from a great distance but never 
bite anyone the French missionaries who came to Asia after 1820 were generally politically aggressive and 
confident that their countrymen at home admired and supported their efforts and indeed minh mang's 


persecution of the missionaries aroused french catholic opposition more than any other event outside of 
France after 1840 Catholic propaganda openly demanded French intervention on behalf of the Jesuit 
missionaries the anti-clerical president giza refused but by 1843 public pressure had become so great VSO 
authorized the naval officers to afford whatever protection to the French missionaries thought they thought 
necess if that could be done without involving the French flag in any military altercation in May of 1845 
Admiral Cecile learned that a French missionary won father Monsignor lip Rev had been sentenced to death 
in Vietnam though he had not been executed and thereupon Cecile Admiral Cecile dispatched the 
commander of the almond a captain Fournier Duplin to terrain for neo Duplin not only was handed lip Rev 
unharmed but also was given presents for himself and his crew Co tree obviously did not wish to persecute 
the missionaries but only to get rid of them 
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missionaries but only to get rid of them and the French warships as quickly as possible however the naval 
officers and some of the missionaries were interested in peace only on their own unacceptable terms 
whatever prospects for an agreement with Co tree existed after Monsignor lafours release were ruined 
completely and forever by the action of certain French warships in the harbor of terrain in April of 1847 again 
it was the Jesuit missionary Monsignor de l'affaire the probe who set off this chain of events that led to this 
first act of French aggression against Vietnam in May of 1846 father LaFave tried again to reenter Vietnam 
but he was intercepted and captured and once more sentenced to death Admiral Cecile eagerly seized upon 
this as a pretext for dispatching two French warships to terrain to demand the freedom to practice the 
Catholic religion and the release of Monsignor LaFave the two commanders of the expedition captain captain 
Lapierre in captain regal day generally reached terrain in the early spring of 1847 neither knew that 
Monsignor Lavrov had already been released by the Vietnamese and been sent to Singapore four weeks 
earlier in an attempt to force the mandarins to accept Cecile's letter to the Emperor but Pierre had the 
Vietnamese ships in the harbor stripped all of the sails from the Vietnamese ships after waiting in the harbor 
for two weeks for a reply the French captains grew impatient on April 15th they thought that for Vietnamese 
ships were approaching them to attack them in the harbor LaPierre stating that he felt threatened decided to 
fire upon the ships within 70 minutes French guns had taken a hundred times more lives than all the 
Vietnamese governments in two centuries of any persecution of the missionaries now there's a certain 
conflict here most of what they're saying here the French have asserted and that will sort of more or 
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asserted and that will sort of more or less innocently sitting in the harbor four to four weeks after having 
stripped all the sails off the Vietnamese ships that they were being approached by by four ships it was a four 
anyway they said that they were being approached they said they thought that for Vietnamese ships were 
approaching them to attack them and so they fired upon them Barnard fall a French historian who is 
considered | think by most to be the most expert historian on all of Vietnam sets a forth of slightly different 
way he states that these ships that were in the harbor and after two full weeks the sailors on board were 
becoming very distraught and wanted to go ashore and so the captains of both ships allowed them to go 
ashore and they went ashore and they went into the marketplace and they were in the marketplace and 
somehow sailors being what they have always been on the way out of the market got into a major 
Donnybrook with some of the residents and got into a major fistfight fired upon the crowds and killed several 
people in the crowds at which pointed the crowd went after them and they retreated to their ships and the 
ships opened fire on the town and took it then they cabled back to France saying now what are we supposed 
to do and the French government came back to them well keep it as long as you got it now as bizarre as that 
sounds that is how it started in the French from that point on struggled to try to make something of their 
colony in Vietnam they tried developing the rubber products they tried developing different as a plants from 
there but this was back in the back in the 1840s they they hadn't really developed the kind of offshore oil- 
drilling etc that they could have developed those 
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etc that they could have developed those resources in a way that they might have wanted to but this is what 
actually happened in the French remained in control from 1845 basically all the way up until the beginning of 
World War two and in World War two very interesting series of events transpired the Japanese of course had 
had been very very active in expanding into into Asia from the Japanese islands | had been were very active 
in Burma and had gone into Vietnam and President Roosevelt had decided toward the end of World War two 
and says the French had been driven out by the Japanese that what he was going to do was favor 
establishing a United Nations Protectorate there in Indochina and not allow the French to come back the fact 
of the matter is and this is according to Franklin Delano Roosevelt's son that he was with Franklin Roosevelt 
when the front the final remnants of the French were under siege by the Japanese and if they were were 
wiped out that would have eliminated the last bastion of French troops in Vietnam and they began calling a 
Mayday for support from the United States Air Force v air force in Burma the fifth Air Force actually went 
airborne to go get them to come in to supply air strikes etc and according to Roosevelt's son Franklin 
Roosevelt ordered the fifth Air Force to stand down and to allow the French to be destroyed by the Japanese 
forces and that this in fact is one of the underlying sources of hatred for the United States on the part of 
General Charles de Gaulle who was in fact in charge of the forces there and everybody 
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charge of the forces there and everybody can say all that friends the French are so weird they don't like 
United States | guess because we want to speak French but we go to parents that's the line that we get right 
fact is that's what Roosevelt did and so the French were eliminated from Indochina by the end of the war but 
Franklin Roosevelt died right at the end of the war he'd gone - he'd gone to Yalta to meet with Churchill and 
with Stalin and ten weeks later died and this is the this is the account that is given of the situation that 
obtained at that time just so you'll know historically what was going on this is a book by by Marvin Cal CBS 
News reporter and le Abel who was an NBC television reporter also New York Times reporter who went on 
to become the Dean of the graduate school of journalism at Columbia University they prepared this work in 
1971 and it said that Roosevelt had less than ten weeks to live when he arrived at Yalta Churchill thought he 
looked frail and old together they talked with Joseph Stalin about the many problems of the peace the shape 
of the new United Nations organization whether Germany ought to be disassembled in defeat when and 
under what conditions rushes to join the war against Japan free elections in Poland through these long 
difficult and detailed discussions Roosevelt's interest appeared to flag at times but the old fires with him 
flared when he argued that colonialism had no place in the new post-world War world it was a point on which 
he had had bullyrag Churchill in past encounters the British he insisted ought to grasp the movement of 
history and to free their colonies now On February 8 of 1945 Franklin Roosevelt and Joseph Stalin met 
without Churchill at the live livadia palace 
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Churchill at the live livadia palace Roosevelt there told Stalin that he would like to see the United Nations 
trusteeship established for Korea and Indochina such a decision would have prevented any return of the 
French and their colonial rule and into China after the defeat of Japan the British Roosevelt said would not 
approve of this trusty ship idea because they were afraid of its implications for Burma Charles II Buland 
Roosevelt's interpreter has recorded the conversation that followed martial style and remarked that the 
British had lost Burma once through reliance on Indochina and it was not his opinion that Britain was a sure 
country to protect this area he added that he thought Indochina was a very important area the president said 
the indo-chinese were people a very small stature like the Javanese and the Burmese and were not very 
warlike he added that France had done nothing to improve the natives since they had established their 
colonies he said that general de Gaulle had asked for ships to transport the French forces back into 
Indochina Marshall Stalin inquired whether de Gaulle was going to get these ships from the United States 
President Roosevelt replied that de Gaulle said he was going to find the troops said he was going to find the 
troops when the president could find the ships but the president added with a smile that a present he'd been 
unable to find any ships Churchill was not there to defend himself or the French that summer moreover he 
was swept away out of office in favor of Clement Attlee Labour government at leap romped Lee embarked 


upon that liquidation of the British Empire which Churchill in 1942 had vowed to prevent as for de Gaulle who 
was not invited to Yalta he had long as determined that France would rush troops back into Indochina as 
soon as that became feasible in the summer of 1945 when such gala stalwarts as Jacques Cousteau 
Georges Pompidou and Michel 
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Cousteau Georges Pompidou and Michel debré urged him to consider freeing Indochina de Gaulle 
absolutely refused he argued forcefully that France needed Indochina to help restore her former greatness to 
power and influence in the world Indochina had been a French colony from the expansionist years of the 
1880s until the Japanese conquest of World War two with the French gone the flag of resistance to 
Japanese rule was raised by a group of Vietnamese Communists and nationalists in a of 1941 they had met 
on Chinese territory in the little town of Chang see a man by the move corn in Quincy province under the 
chairmanship of a communist Refugee leader named Liu Yin | Kwok who later changed his name to Ho Chi 
Minh which translates he who enlightens together they established a league for the independence of 
Vietnam which became known as the Viet Minh his political platform subordinated the class struggle to the 
goal of national independence looking to nationalist China and to the United States for its support in 1944 ho 
boldly moved his headquarters from South China into Tonkin to intensify the struggle against the Japanese 
in the final weeks of the war against Japan his underground forces had the admiring support of all American 
officers in the Office of Strategic Services but the death of Roosevelt on a table on April 12th doomed any 
possible design to dissuade the French from returning to Indochina in force on may 28th of 1945 
ambassador Patrick J Hurley wrote to President Truman in my last conference with President Roosevelt | 
told him that the French British and Dutch were cooperating to prevent the establishment of the United 
Nations trusteeship for Indochina the president said that in the coming San Francisco conference they would 
be set up a United Nations trusteeship they would make 
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Nations trusteeship they would make effective the right of all colonial people to choose the form of 
government under which they will live as soon as in the opinion of the United Nations they are qualified for 
independence with Roosevelt dead and Truman beset by massive new responsibilities this notion of any 
trustee ship for Indochina was soon abandoned and so you see what we have here at the end of World War 
two we have a nationalistic patriotic force having been established as of 1941 inside Vietnam a unified single 
country of Vietnam under the leadership under the leadership of Ho Chi Minh due to the death of President 
rose veldt the idea of leaving the French out of Indochina at the end of World War two was abandoned by 
President Truman and in fact at night by 1946 the French were back in in force and a major war against the 
French was begun by Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh and they began to move against the French this 
struggle went on from 1946 all the way to 1954 in 1954 at a place called DnB and Phu the Viet Minh in the 
Vietnamese forces under Ho Chi Minh in general yep surrounded the French and gave them an ultimatum 
demanding that they that they retire from Indochina and they refused at which point general Yap began a 
withering assault upon the French position at Dien Bien Phu preparing to annihilate them to the man at which 
point the French government sent a communiqué ordering the stopping of resistance the surrender of the 
facilities at diem bien phu and a conference that would be convened in Geneva for a peace treaty the peace 
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Geneva for a peace treaty the peace treaty left no negotiating power in the hands of the French at all 
because the Vietnamese under Ho Chi Minh had the unresisted ability to annihilate them and so the French 
completely capitulated agreed to withdraw all of their troops they agreed that there would be a boundary set 
up and this is a key thing to keep in mind they agreed that a boundary would be set up along the | believe the 
38th parallel or something that and it would it would under no circumstances be considered a national 
boundary under no circumstances or else they would continue the attack and annihilate the French the 
French agreed that it would just be a line behind which they could withdraw all of their French forces and that 


they could then be taken out and there was a specific agreement that in 1955 there would be a full and free 
election it would be supervised by United Nations observers and it would take place throughout the entire 
country and all people would be free to vote in the election for a president for the new Republic of Vietnam 
that had been the objective of the liberation struggle of the Viet Minh it was at that point that President 
Eisenhower and then Vice President Richard M Nixon sitting in his capacity as the chair of the 5412 
Committee of the National Security Council decided that they were not going to allow this to happen they 
were not going to allow these elections to take place and you can see the internal cable traffic and once they 
said that the reason that they don't want the election to take place is because it's absolutely clear that ho Chi 
Minh will be elected which didn't take any Rhodes Scholar but none of which there were actually in those 
administrations this decision was made to stop the elections and they began to 
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to stop the elections and they began to send in military advisors into Vietnam and they decided that what 
they would do is they would build upon the indigenous colonial Catholic Jesuit a missionary work that had 
been done and they would focus their attention upon trying to recruit into a Western supporting government 
the Catholics in the country and so they went to Columbia University and got neo gentian who is a graduate 
student there and flew him back into Vietnam and put him in charge of a new country that they were going to 
designate a South Vietnam an absolute straight-up defiance of the Geneva Accords you know specifically 
defying the number one provision in the Accords that under no circumstances would that that parallel be 
viewed as a boundary and they began to then fight against the Viet Minh that we're still there all the Viet 
Minh forces had withdrawn north of | believe the 38th parallel and so that they had the temporary tactical 
advantage of duplicitous duplicitous ly guiding all the Viet Minh troops to withdraw back over the border and 
then they set up a new government and so the the forces of the of the Viet Minh began to infiltrate back into 
the southern region and began to carry on the fight and that's the fight that went on against the against the 
South Vietnamese regular forces that were financed by trained by supplied by the United States there wasn't 
anything subtle about this and they had United States military advisers and it turns out that in fact the military 
advisors were not just advising they in fact were fighting very clearly side-by-side with with the forces and 
that is the condition that obtained all the way up into 1959 in 
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obtained all the way up into 1959 in 1960 when when President Kennedy was elected and what I've outlined 
for you very briefly at the beginning of the discussion today was the resolution to which President Kennedy 
had come toward the end of his first term in office that he had decided that this was not going to be 
continued they were going to withdraw the American troops it was perfectly evident that the Viet Minh would 
win and would take control of all of Vietnam that was the that was the decision we made the reasons why 
there would be such a profound difference in point of view between the Kennedy administration and Richard 
Nixon who chaired the 54:12 committee and who later became president and continued his policy is set forth 
| think probably most interestingly it have been a fairly small book by Carl Oglesby Carl O'Toole's B has 
written a book called the Yankee cowboy war quite an extraordinary book in which he differentiates and I've 
touched upon it very briefly in the second discussion we had he points out that in his opinion there is a 
division within the ruling class in the United States and that there is an element of the ruling class that is it is 
kind of the Yankee Brahmin crowd along the in the Northeast and the East Coast that are that hang out in 
the Ivy League schools at Princeton Yale and Harvard and in Penn and the others and that they're from the 
old families the Yankee Clipper shipped families and are very closely aligned to the Europeans at their base 
of power and influence is the banking industry and the large in the large trading houses the Brown Brothers 
Harriman crowd and that is their source and base of power and there is a newer kind of more raw group of 
people sort of 
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kind of more raw group of people sort of the nouveau ruling class if you will that have come that have come 
to share power with the old Yankee Brown and old families and these these they call the cowboys and they 
come from Southern California New Mexico Arizona the Southwest the old kind of pioneer spirit crowd that 
got into basing their power upon possession of the land and oil primarily as a major energy source and it was 
these Cowboys that tended to believe that the true source of of power was imperial conquest the actual 
taking of physical land and resources getting physical control over the resources of third world countries and 
if you had that flow of resources coming into the United States to be produced into into products that was a 
real basis of wealth not an artificially created basis of wealth on paper money in banking and interest loans 
etc and in he goes into some detail Carl Oglesby about the schism that had developed between these two 
groups and he says that this accounts for the alternative strategy that existed covertly inside the 
administration while Kennedy and his Yankee Brahmin best in the brightest that he'd recruited from all the 
old families and from the the Ivy League schools you can you can get an extremely interesting history of that 
in in David halberstrom a fascinating book called the best and the brightest in a differentiates itself 
fundamentally from guys like Richard Nixon and for that matter Lyndon Johnson that that hole that Lyndon 
Johnson and and Nixon had much more in common in terms of their worldview with each other than Lyndon 
Johnson had in common with the Kennedys even though he was vice presidents under Kennedy because he 
was he was a representative of that 
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he was a representative of that Dixiecrat kind of extremely conservative for the most part element of the 
Democratic Party well this is a very interesting discussion but the fact of the matter is that that is the the the 
true situation that obtained by the end of the Kennedy's first administration and the decision on the part of 
Kennedy made between October 2nd in October 11th which is designated by Forrestal in NSA AM 263 as 
October 5th of 1963 and so this decision was made and it was it was underway now what | want to point out 
to you is that right after Kennedy was killed Lyndon Johnson returned to Washington DC and immediately 
convened on the 24th of October two days later a meeting in which he then holds forth with with McNamara 
McGeorge Bundy and the others and starts advocating that they amend national security action 
memorandum 263 and that they removed the language about removing the troops by the end of 63 they 
removed the language about removing all of the troops by the end of 65 and he asked McNamara to prepare 
anew memorandum for him for an alternative program he he goes out at great length with his feet up on the 
table talking about how he's not gonna back down from all these commies over there and it was it was it was 
classic Lyndon Johnson style said he's not going to be the man to lose Vietnam he said I'm not going to be 
the president who saw Southeast Asia go the way that China went in the order of Henry cab tell those 
generals over there in Saigon that Lyndon Johnson intends to stand by our word McKown who's in the 
meeting with him at that at that particular spot 
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with him at that at that particular spot says | received in this meeting the first president johnson tone for 
action as contrasted to the kennedy tone johnson definitely feels that we place too much emphasis on social 
reform he has very little tolerance with our spending so much time trying to be do-gooders he said he'd never 
been happy with the plans that have been made by Kennedy in Vietnam and that any person wouldn't 
conform to his policy ought to be removed and on December 21st on December 21st less than one month 
from that meeting on November 24th and only one month in one day well less than one month from the 
assassination of President Kennedy there was a new memorandum submitted to Lyndon Johnson by 
McNamara which basically imports into it the full details of a plan 34a that had been being prepared covertly 
by General Victor Kulik and it goes into great detail about what that really was and it was only later when the 
Pentagon Papers were published that we came to see what the details of | plan 34 really were this this 
happens to be the actual first volume of our our litigation in the Pentagon Papers which has it doesn't contain 
direct excerpts from the 47 volumes which we got to review at the Cahill firm while preparing the defense but 
it does have the memos that were prepared by the New York Times by Neil Sheehan preparing the raw 


content of what was to be later edited and put into the newspaper and it's important | mean this is one of 
those moments coming up that you never probably thought you were going to have at college but what I'm 
going to do is I'm going to read to you the details of what the findings were of 
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the details of what the findings were of the New York Times with regard to the war he says these pentagon 
papers disclose that in this phase of the war this is in the months from the beginning of 1964 when President 
Lyndon Johnson came to office until the Tonkin Gulf Resolution in August were the pivotal period of the war 
these Pentagon Papers disclosed it in this phase the United States had been mounting clandestine military 
attacks directly against North Vietnam and planning to obtain a congressional resolution that the 
administration would regard as the equivalent of a declaration of war these papers make it clear that these 
far-reaching measures were not improvised in the heat of the Tonkin crisis when the Tonkin incident 
occurred the Johnson administration did not reveal these clandestine military attacks and pushed the 
previously prepared resolution through both houses of Congress on August 7th said within 72 hours 
administration was drawing on a pre-prepared plan that secretly sent a Canadian emissary to Hanoi said 
beginning in the beginning of 1964 to the August clashes between North Vietnamese PT boats and American 
destroyers were portrayed as a period when the groundwork was secretly being laid for a much wider war 
that was to follow these papers reveal that the covert military operations had become so extensive by August 
of 1964 that type islets flying American t28 fighter planes had been bombing and strafing North Vietnamese 
villages near the Laotian border on August 1st in August 2nd the target list later followed had been drawn up 
as early as May of 1964 the study reports along with a draft of the Congressional resolution that would be 
requested all is part of proposed 
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be requested all is part of proposed scenario that was to build toward openly acknowledged direct air attacks 
against the territory of North Vietnam thus elaborate program of covert military preparation against the state 
of North Vietnam began on February 1st nineteen sixty-four under the codename operation operations plan 
33 President Johnson ordered the program on the recommendation of secretary McNamara they see what 
they say here in the papers they say that it was that began on February ist of 1964 but what you saw was 
that in May of 1963 the General Krulak had been secretly briefing people about this plan that he was 
preparing to try to offset and counter what Kennedy was deciding to do at that time as revealed in the 
October in the May 8 memoranda the McNamara wrote up and it says now we turn to the December 21st 
memorandum of 1963 that was asked for by President Johnson now from McNamara in a memorandum to 
the President on December 21st of 1963 after a two-day trip to Vietnam Robert McNamara remarked that the 
plans that were being drawn up secretly by the Central Intelligence Agency in Saigon were excellent and 
should be followed they present a wide variety of sabotage and psychological operations to be undertaken 
against the territory of North Vietnam through 1964 the 34a operations ranged from flights over North 
Vietnam by u2 spy planes now all this is before any incident occurs in the Bay of Tonkin on August 4th of 
1964 ok so keep this in mind this is all going on before any such incident occurs through 1964 the 34a 
operations ranged 
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through 1964 the 34a operations ranged from flights over North Vietnam by u2 spy planes to kidnappings of 
North Vietnamese nationals for intelligence gathering purposes you might guess how they extract the 
information for these people to parachuting sabotage and secret warfare teams into the north commando 
raids from the sea to blow up rail and highway bridges in the bombardment of North Vietnamese coastal 
installations by PT boats these destructive undertakings as they were described in a secret report to the 
president on January 2nd of 1964 from major-general Victor H crew lack of the United States Marine Corps 
were designed to result in substantial destruction economic loss and harassment the tempo and magnitude 
of the strikes were designed to rise in three distinct phases through 1964 eventually two targets identified 


with North Vietnam's economic and industrial well-being the clandestine operations were directed for the 
president by mr. McNamara through a section of the Joint Chiefs organization called the office of the special 
assistant for counterinsurgency and special activities that cute that nice the study says that mr. McNamara 
was kept regularly informed general croolik who first held this position of special assistant and then was 
controlled by Major General Rowland anthis the analyst notes that the 34 a program differed only in degree 
from the low level and unsuccessful intelligence and sabotage operations that the American Central 
Intelligence Agency had been conducting earlier in North Vietnam so as you start to see is kind of leaking 
through in these documents and the cable traffic that they've been engaged in over military assaults against 
North Vietnamese territory since President Johnson came in and got this 
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President Johnson came in and got this memo on December 21st beginning in the early 1964 since the 34a 
attacks were a military effort the they were run through a special branch of his command called the studies 
and observations group this is the Mac V SOG group a Mac V was the Military Assistance Group for Vietnam 
and they what they really was really was the SOG was a Special Operations Group but so that people 
couldn't tell what they were doing they called it the studies and observations group they were being done 
jointly cazness with the South Vietnamese and certain hired mercenary personnel were being financed by 
the central intelligence agency this set of military strikes was the first of three phases that were of operation 
34a the second segment of the administration's covert war against North Vietnam consisted of air operations 
a force of propeller driven t28 fighter bombers varying from 25 to 40 aircraft had been organized in Laos the 
planes bore allows an Air Force markings but only some belong to the Air Force the rest were manned by 
pilots of era merica a pseudo private airline in that cute a pseudo private airline a run by the American 
Central Intelligence Agency reconnaissance flights by regular United States Air Force and Navy Jets were 
codenamed Yankee team these the Johnson administration gradually stepped up these air operations laws 
through the spring and summer of 1964 and what became kind of a preview of the bombing in the North the 
intensity of the t28 strikes rose they crept closer and closer from Laos to the North Vietnamese border the 
United States the Yankee team jets moved | catch this how how you see this thing going the United States 
Yankee team jets man from high-altitude 


01:06:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=ut-a838PLTg&t=3960s 





Yankee team jets man from high-altitude reconnaissance at the beginning of the year to low altitude 
reconnaissance by May and June in June armed escort jets were added to the reconnaissance missions the 
escort jets began to bomb into strafe North Vietnamese and pass that law installations if any of these 
reconnaissance planes were fired upon now the Jets that we've got are perfectly capable of doing their 
reconnaissance flights at high levels but obviously the problem was they weren't drawing any fire and so they 
came down lower and then they still weren't getting fired upon so they put with them these armed escort Jets 
and so then if any of them got fired upon they began to buy them into strafe now the destroyer patrols in the 
gulf of tonkin codenamed DeSoto patrols were the third element of this covert military escalation against 
North Vietnam the destroyers were collecting intelligence on North Vietnamese warning radars and on 
coastal installations that would be useful directly to the 34 a raiding parties now you understand what they're 
saying here these these destroyers are sent into the Gulf of Tonkin to gather direct intelligence data which is 
then being fed to the 34 a ground operations that are going in with PT boats and blowing up installations in 
North Vietnam and it says the first patrol boats were conducted by the destroyer the USS Craig in February 
and March of 1964 in the early days of the 34a operations the analyst states that before the August Tonkin 
incident there were no attempts to involve the Destroyers directly with 34a attacks the patrols were run 
through a separate naval chain of command it says the administration sent the destroyers into the Gulf while 
the 3480 raids were in direct 
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while the 3480 raids were in direct progress now this is what they state says the study makes it clear that the 
physical presence of the destroyers provided the essential element for the tanking clash and immediately 
after the first the first incident Joint Chiefs of Staff an Assistant Secretary of Defense McNamara put forward 
a provocation strategy proposing to repeat the clash as a pretext for invading North Vietnam this is this is the 
operation that was being planned and on page 40 they go into great detail of a 30-day escalation program 
now sounds a little bizarre to think that they could have been as cold-blooded about this whole thing because 
one assumes that only what communists in Nazis right the only ones who do this kind of thing here they go 
right down through a 30 step scenario that involves initiating the 34a attacks with a PT and the sabotage and 
the kidnappings and the torturing and all that then sending in the aircraft with the t28 and then the 
reconnaissance flights and going lower and lower and lower until they're fired upon and then while the 34a 
raids are going on to kind of troll these destroyers into the gulf of tonkin to see if they can get them fired upon 
| haven't have seen the classified memos they've not been talked about in here and what they said is that 
they were having such trouble generating popular support for this war than what they really needed was 
something like a Pearl Harbor they said in the cables the problem was they noted was that the North 
Vietnamese had no air force and for that matter they didn't have any Navy either and so they were hard put 
to figure out how in the world they could 
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figure out how in the world they could instigate some kind of an incident like that without having to be caught 
up in North Vietnam so they figured out this thing of trolling these these these boats through the harbours 
now here it comes here's the event that that triggers the war in Vietnam Ostend simply since you've already 
seen that the war in Vietnam is in full flight as of right now and it says the Pentagon narrative now remarks 
that the clandestine 34a raids against North Vietnam after getting off to what they call slow start in the 
beginning of May of 9019 began to pick up at midnight on June 30th of night this is 1964 South Vietnamese 
naval commandos under general Westmoreland's direct command stage and amphibian and fibia strayed on 
the North Vietnamese islands of Han May and Han knew in the Gulf of Tonkin while this assault was 
occurring the United States destroyer USS Maddox was a hundred and twenty miles away heading north into 
the Gulf on the year's 2nd de Soto intelligence-gathering Patrol you'll remember that they said that the USS 
Craig had gone in earlier in February and March and nothing had happened and so that McNamara in the in 
the others they said that had developed a concept they said that that the Joint Chiefs of Staff an Assistant 
Secretary of Defense Matt put forward a provocation strategy proposing to repeat the missions as a pretext 
for bombing the north so here they go it says it was it was 120 miles offshore heading toward the Gulf on 
your second DeSoto intelligence-gathering patrol for sailing or order said that she was not to approach any 
closer than 8 nautical miles to the North Vietnamese Coast and four nautical miles from the islands in the 
Gulf now these are the islands if you'll note are being attacked by a direct command group under 


01:12:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=ut-a838PL Tg&t=4322s 





attacked by a direct command group under Westmoreland at the time it says it said when the North 
Vietnamese they said the destroyer reached the northernmost point of her assigned patrol track the same 
day as the attacks were going on when the guy said they've given them permission to come within four miles 
of the islands and the islands are under attack by PT boats and these these destroyers have been gathering 
intelligence data earlier through the USS Craig to be used directly in the PT boat attacks right when the 
North Vietnamese PT that says the destroyer reached the northernmost point of her assigned patrol track the 
same day as the attack was going forward when the North Vietnamese PT boats began a high-speed run at 
a distance of approximately 10 miles this the PT boat is 10 miles away and it says the destroyer headed 
further into began to head into international waters the study group says apparently it explains these boats 
had mistaken the Maddox as some type of South Vietnamese escort vessel isn't that strange that they would 
somehow think that the USS destroyer sitting 4 miles offshore well there's a whole series of PT boats 
attacking these islands could conceivably have been miss perceived to be some sort of escort for this 
operation and it said but here's how here's how they relate this it says and then that's all it says it says in the 
ensuing engagement two of the torpedo boats were damaged by planes launched from the aircraft carrier 


Ticonderoga station to the south for reasons the study does not explain a third PT boat was not dead in the 
water in sunk by a direct hit from one of the maddux's 5-inch guns now nowhere in there do they state 
anything about an attack being directed against the Maddox by any of these PT boats what they have 
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by any of these PT boats what they have is 10 miles away one of the North Vietnamese PT boats starts a 
run they said toward the ship 10 miles away and they send in they send in planes from the Ticonderoga and 
sink them okay the next day on August 3rd President Johnson ordered the Maddox to be reinforced by the 
destroyer the USS C Turner joy and directed that both destroyers go back into the Gulf now what they don't 
talk about here is there was a it was a radar picket destroyer that went with him called the USS Henry Knox 
who might have personally interviewing some of the guys that were on board they had been engaged in firing 
these ships have been engaged in firing directly upon the coastline of North Vietnam for several days they've 
been going up and down the coastline firing on to North e and I'm trying to draw a fire and that hadn't been 
working so they were directed to go into the Gulf now so they go back into the Gulf and it says says on the 
night of August 3rd while the DeSoto patrol was resuming that's going back in you know so he says on the 
August 30 what they were ordered to go back in on the night of August 3rd and well the DeSoto patrol was 
resuming two more clandestine 34a attacks were staged against the islands PT boats manned by South 
Vietnamese crews bombarded also their own River estuary and a radar installation at Vinson this time the 
Maddox and the Turner joy were specifically instructed that the clandestine assaults were taking place the 
Admiral commanding the seventh Fleet asked general Westmoreland on August 2nd to furnish him with the 
location of the planned raids on the night of August 4th Tonkin Gulf time approximately 24 hours after this 
second 34 ASR North the North Vietnamese torpedo boats came into the Gulf we're both the Maddux and 
the C Turner joy were located the 
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and the C Turner joy were located the narrative then states that an attack took place okay which then set off 
events set off no doubt by the 34 raids earlier the study does not raise the question of the second 34a raids 
on the night of August 3rd or the apparent air strikes on North Vietnamese villages across the Laotian border 
on August 1st and 2nd by t28 planes motivated by the Han or leadership in any way to order this 
engagement with the destroyers so what you got here is that they've left out completely out of the the stuff 
the all of these attacks going on so that | mean | don't it sounds like a | mean it's like a five-year-old saying 
you know well it all started when my little brother hit me they say well what about the fact that you've gone in 
and beaten him up and dunked him under the toilet and you know taking his pants off oh well | forgot that 
part you know they just sort of left that part out about the whole kind of assaults going on here and so they 
just they just state that this has happened it says Nana said they said within 10 minutes he says we're going 
really quickly says the Pentagon will see the first word of this attack on the Maddox and the Turner joy that it 
might be imminent they got word that it might be imminent because they started getting intercepting 
broadcasts in the Vietnamese PT boats and they kept them going on in | said said the Pentagon received the 
first word of an attack on the Maddox of the Turner joy might be imminent at 9:20 a.m. in the morning on 
August 4th after the destroyers had intercepted North Vietnamese radio traffic indicating preparations this 
flash message that the destroyers may be actually engaged with them came in at 11 o'clock the joint Jesus 
death then began immediately selecting target options that had been drawn up in May but that was kind of 
Handy just kind of having setting by there within 10 minutes mr. McNamara mr. McNamara convened a 
meeting with the Joint Chiefs of his cotton in his conference room on the third floor of the Pentagon to 
discuss retaliation Rusk 
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the Pentagon to discuss retaliation Rusk Secretary of State and McGeorge Bundy the National Security 
Advisor Johnson came over to join them 25 minutes later the two secretaries and mr. Bundy left for a 
previously scheduled National Security Council meeting at the White House they had a meeting all sent okay 


they would recommend their reprisal strikes to the president while the Joint Chiefs stayed at the Pentagon to 
decide on the specific targets at 1:25 p.m. two and a half hours after the flash message of the engagement 
the they unanimously agreed upon the targets within 20 minutes at a second National Security Council 
meeting that afternoon President Johnson ordered the reprisals and decided to seek the Congressional 
resolution immediately he said they designated and operations planned three 764 for the opening blows they 
had them all set up now here's an interesting conversation takes place catch this here's the one that | noticed 
in the the classified sections McNamara returned to the Pentagon at 3:00 p.m. to approve the details of the 
reprisal strikes codenamed Operation pierce-arrow and an execution order was prepared by the Joint Chiefs 
but at 4:00 p.m. mr. McNamara learned that Admiral sharp was on the telephone and that there was now 
some confusion as to whether or not there had ever been any attack launched against either of the ships by 
either of the PT boats now there's the king right there he wanted to get on record sharp didn't want to 
participate in this Sharpe says oh wait a second the way they've listened is there was some confusion as to 
whether they've been a attack there was no attack at all and it's perfectly clear from the classified documents 
that they they had they had been monitoring these PT boats the PT boats were talking about the fact that 
these that the the Turner joy and the the radar picket destroyer the USS Henry Knox and the and the the 
other ship were there the Maddox were in the harbor and that they were right offshore where these attacks 
were going on that's what they picked up and it turns out that the the the they turned and fired upon these 
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the the they turned and fired upon these PT boats | know because the fella on the USS Henry Knox said so 
that that's what they did they turned and fired upon those guys what they had done the PT boats had taken a 
run at them they were trying to cut across the the path of the Turner joy and of the Maddox just a in front of 
them like that and when they did they opened fire on them and and shot him and sunk him and then 
immediately flashed the message that they were under attack by 645 feet but after receiving the telephone 
call secretary McNamara told Admiral sharp that the reply reprisal order would remain in effect despite 
sharks communication to them that he didn't think that there been any attack on the ships by now mr. 
McNamara and the Chiefs had moved on to discussing the air strike forces under Operation 3760 for at 6:45 
p.m. President Johnson met with 16 congressional leaders from both parties whom he had summoned to the 
White House he told them that there had been a completely unprovoked attack against American destroyers 
on the high seas in international waters and he had decided to launch a reprisal a set of air strikes against 
the north and to ask for an immediate congressional resolution so that's what they do that's how the thing 
goes down and they they bring the congressional resolution to the Congress already drafted up by 
McNamara the resolution had been drafted by acts of a William Bundy on 23 May of 1964 he had drafted this 
resolution and they present the resolution and asking for Congress to approve and support the determination 
of the President as commander-in-chief to take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against 
the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression that's what it said okay and it said Mr 
McNamara and secretary Rusk both testified on behalf of the resolution in a secret session of the Senate 
and House Foreign Relations 
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the Senate and House Foreign Relations Committee convened on August 6th here's what it says senator 
Wayne Morris of Oregon had somehow learned that the boats manned by the South Vietnamese crews had 
been attacking the two North Vietnamese islands during the time of the alleged attack he said that alleged 
during the secret oh here it is it said | better read the whole thing said mr. Morse one of the two senators who 
were to vote against the Tonkin Gulf Resolution the other was Ernest L ruling of Alaska alleged that during 
secret hearing alleged during the secret here on August 6th and mr. McNamara had known about the raids 
and the destroyers had been directly associated with these raids here's mr. McNamara first mr. McNamara 
replied our navy played absolutely no part in any way or was associated in any way and was never made 
aware of any of these actions if there were any the Maddox was carrying out a routine patrol of the type that 
we carry out all over the world at all times | had absolutely no knowledge at the time of any such attacks 
being directed against these Islands there is no connection between this patrol in any of the actions of the 


South Vietnamese he says our ships had absolutely no knowledge of it we're not connected with it in no 
sense of the word can be considered to have backstop this effort in any way now if that's not a big fat lie I've 
never seen one and that's how they do it just just so you'll recognize it when it happens during your term 
here you know that that's how they do it they say absolutely not totally absolutely equivocally unequivocally 
not it's like they're practicing the English language how can | make it as absolutely totally 100% certain that 
I'm lying and that's how they do it Senator Frank church and intervened at a Pentagon news conference after 
his testimony before the committee mr. McNamara spoke about the coastal patrol junks that avoided any 
mention of the July 3rd raids the question has there 


01:24:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=ut-a838PLTg&t=5042s 





July 3rd raids the question has there been any incidents that you know of of involving any of the South 
Vietnamese vessels against North Vietnam no he said none that | know of our coastal our naval vessels 
afford no cover whatsoever our naval personnel do not participate in any of the junk operations what did 
what he was asserting is that all that there was was some some South Vietnamese the junks that would be 
going around in the Gulf of Tonkin that the South Vietnamese patrol boats would go on to these junks and 
would look for weapons and for infiltrators and stuff like that and that's what he was pretending all that was 
going on completely lying about the full-scale military assaults under 34a that we're going on just flat-out lied 
about the whole thing and it says when Senator George McGovern of South Dakota subsequently brought up 
the July 30th attack on the islands during the Senate floor debate on the resolution he was repelled and said 
that he that Senator Fulbright who was the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee have been 
personally assured by the administration that our boats did not in any way support or backup any such South 
Vietnamese vessel activities and that the destroyer patrol was entirely unconnected and unassociated in any 
way with any coastal forays of the South Vietnamese that they may have conducted the Congressional 
resolution passed on August 7th by a vote of 88 to 2 in the Senate and 416 to 0 in the house the history 
shows that mr. McNamara had received other memoranda on the clandestine attacks from general antis in 
the Joint Chiefs On June 13th July 1st in July 28th of 1964 and then he was there for committing perjury to 
United States Congress now though that is the event that is the events that now have brought us in to the 
war that the president now launches massive retaliation against the north and will eventually lead to over 
55,000 American 
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eventually lead to over 55,000 American guys being killed there from 1 to 2 million Vietnamese were killed 
and some 2 million Cambodians eventually killed in the aftermath of these particular operations all based 
upon absolute unequivocal lying and when we come back after the break we'll get into the war at home and 
how this then brought about such major impact upon history and the culture of our country now you've you've 
seen the the details of the start of the war in Vietnam with some of the real historical background as to what 
was really transpiring and the illusion that was being sold to the American public by the administration's and 
you see the criminal covert operations that were being supervised by the Central Intelligence Agency's 
covert operations Directorate in coordination with this special unit of the Pentagon in charge of special 
activities what | want to do now is | want to if | can do it any justice at all give you some of the details of the 
war of aggression that was waged subsequent to that and the kind of peculiar nature that it had and here 
you're going to get introduced to a to a series of players that you've you've just heard a little bit about before 
as you recall the | told you that after the the Bay of Pigs invasion attempt back in April of 1961 and after 
Kennedy had had to apologize to Khrushchev and promised that he was not going to do this anymore that 
operation 40 which had been the covert CIA program to undertake terrorist activity against Cuba was 
replaced by operation Mongoose on to the 
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replaced by operation Mongoose on to the Kennedy administration as of November of 1961 and at a young 
34 year old Central Intelligence Agency covert operations specialist by the name of Theodore G Shaklee had 
been brought in from Berlin to head up the CIA station in Miami and when | had to point out that the CIA 
station in Miami from that point forward from November of 1961 on to mid 1965 June actually became the 
largest single installation for the Central Intelligence Agency outside of Langley Virginia and it was 
functioning inside the United States engaged in massive domestic criminal covert operations directly contrary 
to the charter of the of the Central Intelligence Agency all of it being run by this young whiz kid Theodore G 
Shaklee | touched briefly upon Shockley's background that he had been it was a native German born in 
Germany and came to the United States immediately prior to World War two and had gone into the United 
States Army as a member of the counterintelligence Corps and that he'd been connected as a German 
American translator to the the bazaar negotiations that went on at the immediate end of World War two with 
Reinhard Galen the Third Reich's commander of anti-soviet an anti-communist warfare and intelligence 
gathering this same young fellow who had been assigned back to Berlin working directly under Reinhard 
Galen from his inception the inception of the CIA in 1947 all the way up until 1961 November had command 
as the CIA station chief and he stayed there until 65 all of this activity that I've discussed with you today 
leading on up into the major air strikes in August of 1964 have now 
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strikes in August of 1964 have now started a massive military campaign and covert operations campaign in 
Southeast Asia and not surprisingly the talents of Theodore Shaklee were called upon again in mid 1965 with 
Lyndon Johnson now in office he had come into office as you know in November of 1963 it run for re-election 
run for his first election actually in November of 1964 had been elected president and came on in January of 
1965 for the first time was inaugurated as president in his own right and he began a major series of actions 
in Southeast Asia for which he called upon the peculiar talents of Theodore Shaklee Theodore Shaklee 
having been the former chief of station in Miami and run into some difficulty because the the Cubans the anti- 
castro Cubans in the Miami station had been caught engaged in the mass of smuggling of heroin as you 
might notice it wasn't foreign to their nature as | pointed out to earlier since they had been people that had 
been working with Santo Trafficante and the people in Havana in the major opium in heroin smuggling 
operations with Paul Haley well of the CIA but they got caught in the middle of this thing and it became time 
to sort of abandon finally the official CIA operations against Cuba in mid 1965 June at that point Theodore 
Shaklee was was taken and though he made a slight tour through Rome where he became the deputy CIA 
station chief in Rome he was then sent into Laos arriving in Laos in 1965 where he became the deputy CIA 
station chief 
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he became the deputy CIA station chief and he brought with him his coterie of people from the Miami station 
the most important one of which of course was Thomas Klein's his deputy he brought with him Rafael chichi 
Quintero he brought with him Felix Rodriguez he brought with him ricardo chavez he brought with him a 
whole series of the people that had been involved in the special criminal covert operations against cuba 
specifically many of those that have been involved in task force w that had been tasked to assassinate Fidel 
Castro and whom as you recall I've stated to you where the word was the unit members of which participated 
in actually killing the president this group of people was transferred in mid 1965 into Laos and you begin to 
get some of the color of this war now Theodore Shaklee when he came out as the deputy CIA station chief 
immediately established contact with a man named of vying pal vang Pao was a prince of the mourning tribe 
the mayo tribe in in laos was a major opium trafficker in Theodore Shaklee decided that the way to conduct 
the covert war in louse against the Pathet Lao allies of the Viet Minh over in Vietnam was to of course 
assassinate them he'd found that to be a very good strategy it was less costly and in and less dangerous for 
his operatives so he decided that what he's going to do is establish a political assassination operation 
against the path that Lao and he was going to house this assassination operation inside the Hmong tribe in 
order to encourage vang Pao to support this operation and to finance the operation in a way that wouldn't be 
discoverable by the Congress reviewing 
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discoverable by the Congress reviewing the expenditure of funds he decided on a very ingenious operation 
he decided what he would do is he would he would bring in a special liaison to vang Pao a man by the name 
of Carl Jenkins Carl Jenkins had been a liaison to the task force W people and a trainer of the Bay of Pigs 
people for this for the Central Intelligence Agency he was assigned liaison responsibilities to vang Pao and 
then they decided that what they would do is they would ingratiate themselves in the CIA station | had to vine 
powell by doing him a special favor vang Pao had been in a three-way competition with two other major 
opium traffickers in Laos and so what they decided to do Shaklee who made no mistake about it is a genius 
at these things decides that what he's going to do is undertake a selective a campaign to eradicate opium 
trafficking in Laos but he's going to focus all of his attention on the two competitors of vang Pao and so he 
brings in a young major by the name of Richard V Secord United States Air Force and assigns him 
responsibilities for undertaking a covert air operation against the two competitors the vang Pao in these little 
t28 fighter bombers they run these operations against the the mule caravans and horse caravans carrying 
out the the opium out of the jungles for the two competitors and they they sneak people into those two those 
organizations and they plant hound-dog bumper beepers in the saddlebags of the of the opium traffickers 
within the t28 monitor the bumper beepers and bring in incendiary devices onto these these caravans and 
they start wiping out all of the competition for vying pal vying 
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of the competition for vying pal vying pal rises to the surface as a sort of unchallenged monopoly controller of 
opium in Laos which makes them extremely wealthy and very powerful and so Shaklee approaches him and 
through Carl Jenkins and says look you've got all this extra money you know if the Communists take over 
here it's you're going to be in the same kind of trouble the general tally was over in China of the green gang 
and that ho Chi Minh had driven out all of the opium traffickers its to your direct business interest to keep the 
Communists and taking over in here why don't you and | make a deal you will in fact set up a bunch of your 
Hmong tribesmen to be trained as political assassins to assassinate the path that Lao you can use some of 
your newfound wealth from your monopoly control of the opium which we're helping you to secure and you 
can finance that training so it won't show up anywhere on the books for the Congress and I'll have Carl 
Jenkins bring in a series of specialists Raphael chichi Quintero Felix Rodriguez Ricardo Chavez and the 
others to train you in assassination assassination techniques this operation began in 1965-66 in Laos and it 
became so radically successful that it eventually became adopted by Mack V Mack v Sag in V in Southeast 
Asia as of 1968 was under the command of a man by the name of John Kay single out by the United States 
General was in charge of Mac V sag and they began to instigate through the assistance of the Central 
Intelligence Agency with Theodore Shaklee a major program of political assassination which came to be 
known as the Phoenix program the Phoenix program became quite infamous in the history of the Vietnam 
War there's a major book written about this by a man by the name of Douglas Valentine called the Phoenix 
program which you can get in most bookstores it goes into great detail about this the the Central Intelligence 
Agency acknowledges having 
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Intelligence Agency acknowledges having assassinated some twenty two thousand eight hundred and 
fourteen people the South Vietnamese government acknowledges in working with the same program having 
assassinated forty one thousand two hundred and sixteen so there's some discrepancy as to how many they 
actually assassinated and if you don't tend to believe these people anyhow you can assume that it was 
probably more but that entire operation was run by the Central Intelligence Agency in coordination with Mack 
V Sag special green beret units and they they had groups they call Draconis the provisional reconnaissance 
teams they would go in and identify people and assassinate them in their sleep it was just a massive 
campaign to expunge the infrastructure of Southeast Asia anyone that they were not positive or supporters of 
the diem regime would in fact or later on the the other regimes that were brought in for some big men and 
then of of knew that this is the the tone and activity of the kind of things that were going on so massive opium 


smuggling going on shackle lan Klein's introduced Vaughn Pao to Santo Trafficante in nineteen sixty-eight 
Trafficante flew over their former cohort in the Miami station and their operations not only for the CIA 
operations of smuggling heroin in from from Cuba but also in the anti-castro plotting 1968 traffic on T comes 
into Saigon there's a meeting sponsored there with a vine pile they set up an alliance or by the opium that's 
being produced now this monopoly control of opium in Laos will be shipped into the United States by Santo 
Trafficante and his organized crime people to help generate funding again for their covert operations and 
assassination operations the the history of the 
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the the history of the aggressive warfare on the part of the United States military against the people of 
Vietnam is just now very much just a matter of history that the mily for massacres the the massive torturing 
the virtually every every aspect of an unjust war is manifested in that particular campaign the the classic 
pictures that you've seen of you may not have seen actually but you know the United States military 
personnel taking their bic lighters and lighting homes on fire is saying that we had to burn this this town down 
in order to save it from the Vietcong and of course it destroyed everybody's property take all the people out 
and put him in in concentration camps to withdraw the support for the Vietnamese Viet Cong one one 
administration after another rising and falling massive repression against the people the popularity if you 
could call it that of the artificial government that had been originally established by diem faded very very fast 
diem was assassinated in fact by a United States Central Intelligence Agency instigated coup against him 
they assassinated diem and his brother knew they this this is the kind of thing that went on all the way 
through this period in the context of that type of massive criminal perversion | mean horrendous debauchery 
in Vietnam you know houses of prostitution everywhere the the women were were commandeered into 
becoming prostitutes for American troops heroin everywhere it was it was just it was the basest of all 
conceivable endeavors going on it was just and you can get some sense of it for example of what Saigon 
was like in a movie called The Deer Hunter in and there's a lot of them a lot of the books that are wrong is 
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a lot of the books that are wrong is show you a first-hand account of what the thing looks like so | don't want 
to you know go on at great length on that you can find that a lot of places what | want to do is | want to turn 
our attention to the political impact of this unjust war on the American culture the devastating effect upon the 
culture of Southeast Asia is a matter of record in the unjust and criminal nature of the activities themselves 
are a matter of public record now here in the United States it was it was very strange we had we had gone 
through this trauma of the assassination of President Kennedy in November of 63 and then in 64 we were 
being fed this line that there was this Tonkin Bay of Tonkin incident and all of a sudden massive amounts of 
US military were being committed to Vietnam in a major draft started here yes then what they perceived was 
a nationalist threat of Ho Chi Minh who was a longtime nationalist and had basically nothing much to do with 
the Communists at all actually taking control of their own area it's essential that you don't miss perceive what 
was going on there was in fact no bonafide perception of there being some kind of communist threat it was it 
was conceivable that Ho Chi Minh would become trading partners with the United States and with China on 
an equal footing and kind of a neutral perspective like that but there was no realistic prospect that there was 
going to be any type of totalitarian communist regime in fact Ho Chi Minh had had set forth a constitution in a 
Bill of Rights a declaration of independence they were all modeled in fact directly on those of the United 
States they go in and they do this to maintain US business interests then how can they extract resources that 


01:44:03 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch ?v=ut-a838PL Tg&t=6243s 





then how can they extract resources that they think are there they destroy it so much well the fact is that 
there's there's a there's a video that you should get a look at it's over at video smiddy oh you can get it | 
know it's called hearts and minds is the name of it and I'll just relate to you to specific things you can get a 
good sense of it there the the the video opens with Eisenhower addressing a a conference of businessmen 
telling them that that Vietnam is rich in resources that has magnesium it has oil it has rubber plantation has 


all this kind of stuff that can be developed it's it's quite stark just sitting there watching him tell this to these 
people trying to justify the military expenditures in Vietnam and then there is a a very peculiar set of 
interviews with a young naval airman that came back from Vietnam and he had been shot down and 
wounded and then captured and then released and he shows him being welcomed back to his little town | 
know Sudberry or somewhere he he's you know driven in the back of the open car down the thing he's 
brought to his little high school and he's standing there in this peculiar kind of take with a Catholic nun his 
little Catholic school where he went to high school with a Catholic nun sitting there and her habit going like 
that and a big American flag and in one of the little kids asked him you know what was it really like there and 
he said actually it's a very very beautiful place it's kind of a really wonderful place except for the people that 
are there which gives you some idea the idea was is to kind of sort of just get rid of them get rid of these 
people and get the get some of their own things set up and then you can develop the oil and develop the 
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can develop the oil and develop the manganese you don't you don't harm those type of resources in effect by 
just carpet bombing the people and arresting them and putting them in strategic Hamlet's the the resources 
themselves were not in any real jeopardy from this type of operation it wasn't like in in Kuwait or they would 
set the oil derricks on fire that because they hadn't been developed yet so so that's that's what was going on 
there back at home we were being told now a whole generation of us that you're gonna have to go instead of 
just our normal go serve your two years you know running around at some military camp somewhere and 
then getting done like we had always thought about our two years of service this was a real thing now that 
you were gonna have to go 12,000 miles away you shoot hot lead into other people's bodies and all this stuff 
and we started to ask you what wait a second as far as we can tell here now this is this is the beginnings of 
one of the best educated generations the best educated generation in the entire history of the human family 
you know we're supposed to at least be able to add up a column of numbers here and that you're telling us 
that well because there was this attack upon a us a destroyer in the Gulf of time Kim we're supposed to do 
instead of going to college we're supposed to go over to Vietnam and get into a big fight with all these people 
over there | mean is that it | mean is that is that it are we hearing this correctly and they'll say that's it that's it 
time to go you're drafted and a lot of our generation started saying no that they were going to do this actually 
we started out by saying is you're going to have to give us a better explanation than this that this is not a 
bonafide explanation what about what about Mike Mansfield you know what about the other senators that are 
telling us that there was you know a church and the others but governor telling us that there was this attack 
going on on this island and and these people were perceived as a support group for that what's the story on 
that no dialogue no dialogue at all there was to be no dialogue there was no debate no 
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to be no dialogue there was no debate no discussion no no anything that it was just very simple you're gonna 
go and we had | went to the very first teaching that ever took place here in the United States about this war it 
was in June of 1965 it was at Harvard University of Sanders theater Izzy stone | a stone was there Kissinger 
was there Schlesinger was there there was a whole big long debate about what this war was all about and it 
was astonishing the nature of the discourse on the part of the the advocates of the war it was it was virtually 
identical to a tyrannical father telling you that you were going to do what you were told and and it somehow 
struck us at that unique age of 18 19 years old that that's the kind of thing that you don't have stand for 
anymore and here we were in an academic setting and being treated just like children and be ordered that 
we were gonna go and so more and more people decided that we weren't going | had already resolved that | 
wasn't going | had already told them | wasn't going even though I'd had the two years of training - six weeks 
that | wasn't going but | was not | was not proselytizing on behalf of it | wasn't organizing on behalf of it | was 
just kind of watching it and doing my my tutorial and the Vietnam War reading the books by Bernard fall and 
the others looking at the kind of long history of this thing but | wasn't out jumping on any bandwagon about it 
and it got worse and worse and Johnson started becoming really intemperate about the whole thing in a 


peculiar things started to happen in in 1968 by 1968 this four-year period had gone when he'd been elected 
in 64 November came to office in 65 that period got more and more intense with more and more of us 
demanding answers and we're getting no answers whatsoever 
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and we're getting no answers whatsoever to any of this and it all sort of came to a head in the spring of 68 
Johnson Johnson was confronted by his Joint Chiefs of Staff and told that he either had to fish or cut bait that 
this was going to be a disaster in there this kind of slow increment of horses and they were getting eaten 
away and it wasn't working there was no rising popular sentiment in South Vietnam strangely enough for 
support of the American position there was no stable government the government was repressive and in 
totalitarian and so they told him that this was this had to stop either we were going to commit to go full-scale 
in which they wanted to do is basically carpet-bomb the north they actually wanted to bring in nuclear 
weapons against the north and they said look at that if you want to stop this thing dead we can do it but you 
can't this politically controlled war being run by the central intelligence agencies kind of political operations 
people it wasn't tolerable to the military so the Joint Chiefs of Staff confronted him in March of 1968 and 
threatened to resign on mass unless he made a decision either to go full-scale and win the war or withdraw 
and Johnson resolved that he would withdraw and he was going to try to establish a peace treaty with South 
met with North Vietnam and he announced in March that he was he | will not seek and will not accept the 
nomination of my party for another time like too bad we said like who cares whether you do or you don't and | 
remember I was at the brown Street Theater in Harvard Square and we were in watching a flick and all this 
and | heard that horns going off outside and cars like there's one a big football game they say you know he 
quit he quit didn't even have to say who it was 
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didn't even have to say who it was everybody knew who it was | mean he just couldn't take it anymore the 
kind of rising resistance to this whole war and then this very peculiar serious things started to happen when 
he announced in March that he was not gonna run all of a sudden it became this open question who is 
gonna run who was going to be the Democratic nominee and he had Hubert Humphrey as his vice president 
everybody kept saying Hubert Humphrey please you know he got to run for the presidency and every said 
yes but he's got a good domestic policy he's kind of democratic-farmer-labor party out of Minnesota he's got 
a good agenda but everybody kept saying but he supported the war he supported the war we're not going to 
support him this isn't going to make it and so all of a sudden the Democratic Party was left with with no 
candidate except Hubert Humphrey and a lot of the old regular Roosevelt new dealer Democrats were all 
going to be very supportive of him but here you saw for the very first time the power of the new generation 
that by 1968 there were three years of us in by now those of us born 45 46 47 and 48 were coming on in now 
to be eligible to vote and so there was a pretty big slew of coming in and there wasn't the slightest chance 
we were going to support quacky duck for her president that was sort of like referred to his quacky duck if 
you knew you were Humphrey no nobody was gonna support him so everybody started looking around to 
find somebody who would carry the banner to stop the war not not just to pretend they were gonna stop him 
but to stop it flat just pull everybody out of there admit that it was completely wrong morally legally and 
everything else and just withdraw the troops and so a major confrontation began to arise between the regular 
Democratic Party there had been this this this running battle obviously with the Republicans nobody was 
going to think of supporting Republicans but the this-this-this 
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this-this-this brew hobb broke out in a fella by name of gene McCarthy Eugene McCarthy a real mild- 
mannered professor riyal type senator decided that he was going to run for the Democratic nomination for 
the presidency and he would stop the war he would in fact take the position that the students had told him to 
so this huge bandwagon began to build for Eugene McCarthy and it was like this this they call it The 
Children's Crusade that was how the Democratic Party called the Children's Crusade for gene McCarthy with 


all of our generation coming in behind him he had a very peculiar thing happened Bobby Kennedy decided 
that who had left the Johnson administration had run for the United States Senate in New York and had one 
announced that he was going to run for the presidency well there was this really bizarre thing happened here 
all of us had gotten all cranked up to support gene McCarthy he was going to oppose the war and in go down 
against Hubert Humphrey who supported the war and all of a sudden this wild card comes on the scene of 
Bobby Kennedy that well maybe you know we could just sort of cookie cutter out this entire kind of five year 
period we just cut it out of our history and make it go away and elect Bobby Kennedy and pretend he was 
John and that he could then sort of continue | accept that what Bobby was doing is he wasn't going to 
continue what John had been doing with the war he was going to continue what John had decided to do at 
the end of the war and that is stop it so Bobby came forward and took a position he's sort of out gene 
McCarthy gene McCarthy and took this this flamboyant aggressive position complete with moral indignation 
which was a little something that the McCarthy campaign lacked McCarthy was very intelligent intellectual 


easygoing guy 
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intelligent intellectual easygoing guy and he said like it's perfectly obvious this is wrong you know it's it's an 
illegal ward he would just go on like that but Bobby Kennedy who had been intimately involved in supporting 
the war with John it had done this complete 180 and come out being just perfectly self-righteous against the 
war and morally indignant and began to rally the whole generation behind him and so this is how things went 
throughout that spring of 1968 until April of 1968 when when Martin Luther King began to turn on in addition 
to the major civil rights work that he'd been doing in Selma and Alabama and all through of the country 
including Chicago and everywhere else decided that he had finally understood and grasped that this war in 
Southeast Asia was a racist war that it was a war being waged by the United States Anglo culture against a 
brown race that they viewed as inferior and that we thought somehow we were entitled to their resources and 
he began to take a turn to campaign nationally against the war and he was cut down in April of 1968 down in 
Tennessee Sasson Aidid off a balcony and major riots broke out throughout the United States in the in the 
black communities and and things got very unstable things were comparatively unstable before him because 
there was this rising crescendo of opposition on the part of our entire generation against this war but it really 
came to a head in the spring of 1968 when when when dr. King took his position against the war and brought 
in the forces of the civil rights movement basically against the war it was a real turn and with Bobby 
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war it was a real turn and with Bobby Kennedy having now turned against the war and it became very clear 
that that it was likely that Bobby was going to win if only he could win the California primary which was in 
June then he'd be over the top and so we were all in this kind of hopeful state when when when Martin 
Luther King was then cut down and there was this horrible trauma a second only to the killing of President 
Kennedy set upon us at that stage and there there was a self-conscious coming together of the of the white 
anti-war community with a lot of the black nationalist civil rights community there and it became very very 
dangerous to the administration they started to freak out Hoover was not particularly normal guy anyhow but 
Hoover started becoming even more paranoid than usual thinking that there was going to be some kind of a 
a major coalition that was going to be struck between the the white anti-war community and the black 
nationalists and that they were basically going to be a civil war here in the United States there was there was 
a whole bunch of these guys coming back from Vietnam who had been trained in military techniques and 
they developed an entire group of veterans against the war and they started to become really paranoid 
because the the anti-war movies are taking out a very militant indeed semi military tone to it at that time but 
when when in fact dr. King was assassinated in actual full-scale riots began to break out across the country 
the the whole thing took a very peculiar turn | was involved in the in the Bobby Kennedy campaign as | 
mentioned was before because | was at Harvard Law School by this time I'd got out of Harvard colleges up 
in Harvard Law School in a demure Malinsky was there who was one of my 
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Malinsky was there who was one of my professors who was going to be the Secretary of State for Bobby and 
our ape che Abe che was was gonna be a Secretary of State in a demure molinsky was going to be his 
Secretary of Defense so a lot of us that were there at the school who had been kind of fortunate to get into 
that kind of a protected position we're all thinking that well this can be solved you know we can get Bobby 
elected and we can get everybody cranked down a little bit we can get reforms brought about in the society 
etc so we stayed sort of steadily at the helm throughout these major riots that broke out and then a peculiar 
thing started happening this alliance too started taking place between the white anti-war movement and the 
black civil rights movement began to manifest itself so that our strikes broke out all around the country in the 
among the student tree at the universities at Harvard University we had a major strike that went down over 
the the fact that there were no black people hired by the buildings and grounds crews or to run the 
maintenance programs at the University so how peculiar things had gotten it was a very kind of strange issue 
to sort of it light up the whole campus what had happened is the international black organization even one 
campus the students had had a meeting with dr. with boos Watson the the Dean students at the University 
negotiating to get some black people hired into the building and grounds they agreed to do that the 
negotiations broke off they hired a group of black men and they made all of them apprentices - the master 
carpenters that were all white even though these men were master carpenters and master plumbers they 
had to be apprentices well that didn't satisfy obviously so a group of people vacuum in seized administration 
hall at Harvard University and then proceeded to and the the Harvard University was going to be real cool 
about this and they said while we're mellow you know we're cool we're 
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we're mellow you know we're cool we're cool and we'll negotiate our way out of this and they get Archibald 
Cox and point Archie to be the head of a committee and they we but we get a hold of a private member and 
saying that they're going to appoint this committee and they'll just negotiate negotiate negotiate negotiate 
until the steam runs out of the whole operation they were just going to negotiate us into oblivion right well the 
kids were actually taken back University Hall decided to retaliate by going into the files of the professor's 
since they'd seized administration headquarters at Harvard University and started finding out who all the 
professor's were that we're working with the Central Intelligence Agency they started publishing these on the 
front page of the Boston after dark there's this little thing they were shuffling them out of the windows and 
they were running him over to the paper and printing them and well the administration went beserk over that 
and so they sent the message State Police and with sledgehammers and broke down the doors and threw 
everybody out of the windows and broke legs and arms and the the place went on strike and and then 
universities all around the country went on strike | mean | don't know of all the say you see there's you know 
six thousand universities in the United States you know probably like half of them we're on strike and 
everybody walked out and it was partly over the war partly over the assassination of King partly over this part 
of that in this whole bizarre thing happened they the administration felt themselves completely beset they 
thought that there was this whole uprising of a generation against their authority and | think that's because it 
was true and is a we we some of us still held the line kind of say well we can get this solving get this solved 
you know we all thought we were going to be in the new administration and we're totally bigoted and biased 
and stupid and so we thought it was going to work until the morning of June 5th so when when Bobby 
Kennedy won the California primary and was assassinated in the kitchen of the hotel after he made his 
speech and we woke up that morning to go to our very first exam at Harvard Law School that June 
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exam at Harvard Law School that June morning to discover that he'd been shot and was dying and it was 
that was | think that was it that was it right there because then the dream had started to rekindle though it 
was partly illusion with Bobby but it had been destroyed entirely and so from that point on from that second 
assassination from that spring time of riots the assassination of dr. King the assassination of Bobby and the 
prospect that all are going to be looking at is Hubert Humphrey to be President the fad was in the fire that 
was in the fire wasn't he doubt about it that you were dealing with borderline insurrection in the United States 
I'm an entire generation of students the Johnson had quit and there was a major demonstration went down at 


the Democratic National Convention and | keep talking with these because there's a common knowledge to 
all of us but | don't have any reason to think that you must know about these things but in in the in Chicago 
the Democratic National Convention was convened where quacky duck is going to get nominated right to be 
the president United States and our whole generation is going give me a break you know they're they're not 
going to tolerate this in boss Daley who was the political machine boss boss daily in in Chicago is on the 
floor of the convention and there's this monster demonstration breaks out that our our people had all gone 
not all this but a lot has it gone to Chicago to demonstrate in the streets against the Democratic National 
Convention demanding that they put in a platform to bind Hubert Humphrey that he was going to withdraw 
from the from the war immediately and Hubert Humphrey wouldn't accept it they wouldn't allow any of our 
people to come onto the floor to do any speeches or to get into the the caucuses or anything so huge 
demonstration breaks out and in a march on on the the 
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out and in a march on on the the Democratic convention it starts in boss Dahle orders the policemen and the 
police attacked the demonstrators on national television | mean it's all being broadcast live you know with 
Howard you know Kay Smith and Walter Cronkite and Roger Mudd and all the guys running around these 
beat earmuffs on at the convention and there's all these other folks running around out in the streets and all 
of a sudden that the the Chicago Police just go ape and they attack these demonstrators start whacking 
them and kicking them and poor interior gas on them and all this guy stuff and the kids stand and fight is 
there throwing bottles back at the police and and you know breaking street signs on the cops and rolling 
police cars over and the fight was on the fight was on that was the beginning of the whole thing and they go 
ahead and they get you know Humphrey gets nominated you know not surprising anybody and everybody 
ignores him and nobody cares about it and in Nixon gets the nomination you know | would he come smoking 
out of the dark old Richard Nixon you know up from the sloughs comes running back in and he's elected 
president you know so we're all going who cares | don't give a who's the president you know with this guy 
and then he comes and so the war was on the war was on no he had Nixon to kick around again he's Nixon 
you know sitting on top of this big war and we're all just going ok if you had to have the King ogor of all time 
to target and and and so it went down in the the white anti-war movement began to to organize it was it was 
an extraordinary thing to behold actually we were putting five hundred six hundred seven hundred eight 
hundred thousand people in the streets of Washington in New York and and that basically you could shut 
down anything with this kind of a group and it had all of the the old earmarks of a legitimate strike and 
legitimate demonstration and | used that those terms intentionally 
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| used that those terms intentionally because | mean nobody cares basically if you get as many people as 
you want and go in a friendly way to the police department say we'd like to have a permit please to march 
down your street and we'll do it between 12:00 and 1:00 and we'll pick up all of our trash good you know the 
fact is that these these demonstrations were massive spontaneous and always on the edge of absolute 
violence so that the police won that when they came near they knew perfectly well that they better watch 
their step because if they got near in this crowd this crowd could eat them alive and was perfectly willing to 
do so so that the the hostility that was in this period was was palpable and the police began to respond in 
kind they began to receive the entire anti-war movement the entire generation in fact as outlaws that we 
were somehow political revolutionaries we were all communists we were all violence-prone we smoked dope 
we were getting laid all the time just with all the things they couldn't do and they were furious you know we 
were into having great music and so we would party and riot and demonstrate and go back and study some 
more and go back in and say this is absolutely unacceptable this kind of conduct is unacceptable and and we 
would kept saying to whom and they were having this horrible time because they couldn't get anybody to go 
into the draft anymore that they would draft people and people would just go forget it you know it wouldn't go 
and they got so many people refusing to go they couldn't prosecute them all and then they would try to 
prosecute just the political ringleaders and then of course we would bring in actions against it saying this is 


politically inspired because of the political speeches this person has made they've been targeted and we 
would win so that we we had an ally during this whole period to some extent in the courts that the Warren 
Court was in place and so a lot of us had gone in to 
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place and so a lot of us had gone in to become lawyers that as a sort of a warrior class for our for our 
generation that we started getting a massive influx of women into the law schools which made a vast 
difference we got a lot of a lot of blacks and Hispanics people into the into the law schools to become 
warriors for our generation and the fact is that there was a war so you know we were almost like what you 
can call console era that that you're a wartime council to the people and so that we ended up being involved 
in all kinds of extraordinary trials that went down during that period of time | won't have time to give you all 
the war stories on those but when when people keep saying well you know how in the world to just you know 
a handful of lawyers end up being involved in all these cases you know Pentagon Papers case they're at 
Attica prison when everybody's killed that day in the Panther 21 bombing conspiracy trial how do you end up 
in the middle of all these things well the fact of the matter was that there was a very conscious decision on 
the part of our generation that we were going to use all the education that we could get all the organizing 
tools all the public education tools all the grassroots organizing tools all the legal tools everything that we 
could use including civil disobedience and even including outright material violence to stop this war and of 
course that was the kicker that was the thing that really freaked them out | mean the whole idea that that you 
know that people would actually be willing to go to violence to stop this thing and so when the police came in 
and threatened you you know that you would threaten the back and that was you know that was totally 
disconcerting for police officers and so that there began to form different groups within each of the 
movements that was was consciously committed to armed struggle against the established authorities in the 
country now it was it was peculiar it was driving a lot of the sort of doctrine earmarks is a little crazy because 
the people were not doctrinaire Marxists 
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people were not doctrinaire Marxists they they were not studied they were not they did not have detailed data 
and knowledge about Marxism or or class struggle or any of that stuff but they knew perfectly well that they 
were willing to fight and they weren't gonna stand for this thing so that there was a whole lot of very active 
activity on the part of classical Marxist trying to get in and get a hold of our generation to say here let's have 
let's have self-criticism let's have you know discussions of doctrine etc well our kids were too busy you know 
and they were out demonstrating and organizing and doing all this kind of stuff but that didn't stop Hoover 
and the other people from assuming that everybody was communist you know and anybody who was is 
going to actively support getting all the US troops out of Vietnam has to be a communist of course because 
that's we're trying to stop communism over there it was this kind of you know intellectual 101 type of thinking 
that was going on in the part of the administration whether the the black movement evolved from the dr. 
Martin Luther King kind of massive demonstrations and sit-ins all the way to rap Brown and Malcolm X and 
Stokely Carmichael and a group of people who were basically openly defiant the constituted authorities 
perfectly inclined to carry weapons for self-defense the Black Panthers self-defense party was organized at 
which they | mean it was it was so stunning to the police | mean you got Huey Newton the famous picture of 
him with the gun belts across his chest and guns and both heads you know that's very disquieting to police 
officers you know and you've got the Native American movement began to evolve the American Indian 
Movement evolved very militant very aggressive very well educated rooted as much as many people could 
get it into a kind of a long-term traditional people movement of the native people with spiritual roots that were 
a warrior class of people taking a 
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were a warrior class of people taking a lot of those images and metaphors to heart eventually of course 
evolving in the actual seizure at that Wounded Knee and it was crazy | mean | was amicus brief for ACLU 
nationally | mean the whole idea of being there and seeing you know armored personnel carriers and the 
guys are these you know those big Mickey Mouse hats on in the in the tanks and and surrounding a whole 
bunch of Native Americans were hanging out there with their deer rifles you know holding their land against 
the administration of course the fact that it was against Richard Nixon you know made it perfectly correct to 
be doing this and so that and it went from it went all over the country has swept the country in this way that 
was was absolutely vital to that kind of character that is understood about our generation it's a very definite 
part of the memory of our generation to have been there when you when you see armed people standing 
against the raw arms of the of the government and you see that the government isn't all that confident in his 
position unless they're the ones the only ones with the guns you start to see that that we would come to a 
very very peculiar place in American history it was it was the most potentially violent period since the 
American Civil War wasn't any doubt about that in it the action of the right-wing under Nixon was to establish 
a series of covert programs to try to destroy the organizing activities not only of the the people who have 
committed themselves both in theory and in practice to armed resistance such as the Black Panther Party or 
perhaps aim in certain situations and others but they began to to undertake these covert warfare against the 
entire generation and they 
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against the entire generation and they were infiltrating people and doing electronic wiretapping they were 
doing all of this stuff and the FBI mounted a major program called COINTELPRO the counterintelligence 
program CIA had operation chaos and operation shamrock where they were engaged in domestic warfare 
actually using all of the tricks of espionage and special warfare against an entire generation of Americans the 
Pentagon was engaged in domestic illegal surveillance using their special warfare teams domestically the 
Internal Revenue Service was drafting up an enemies list going after people that were anti-war people the 
most obvious of the famous was Jane Fonda you know going after her the states had developed in the cities 
had developed red squads they called them that were infiltrating every student organization every labor 
union every feminist group | mean they just went ape during this period and the the reaction of the 
establishment came to the point where by 1970 through this period basically you got like a five-year period 
going on you know which is basically you know just a little bit more than the period that you're going to spend 
as undergraduates | mean it's a very intense period of time coming from the kind of almost a dead stop with 
nothing really going on the point where Kennedy is killed at the end of 63 all the way up to this potential 
insurrection against the established authorities and in 1970 the New York Times resolved and whatever that 
strange panoply of forces are that reside behind the New York Times and that kind of whole established or or 
that it was time to stop and they resolved that they were going to publish the Pentagon Papers that were 
brought to them by Dan Ellsberg and Tony Russo it was not a foregone conclusion because the the Royal 
Kegel who were the counsel for the New York Times at the time when 
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for the New York Times at the time when they found out that they had that Neil Sheehan had a copy of the 
Pentagon Papers told the New York Times point source Berger in June Goodell their executive vice 
president of General Counsel if they didn't bring the papers back and give them back that their law firm was 
going to turn them in to the FBI that's when they came to the law firm where | was and suggested they might 
like better counsel than that and | won't go into the big long war stories but it happened Jim Goodell calls | 
have to have taken the call and we set up the appointment he came to see Floyd Abrams and gene Shimon 
and myself and revealed to us they had the Pentagon Papers and we developed a strategy of publishing the 
papers and developing the defenses for them and went to him with them it had this big litigation that way on 
from June 13th of 1971 all the way up to June 26 the 13 days and it went all the way to United States 
Supreme Court in 13 days and we won the right to publish the Pentagon Papers and that's what that's what 
this is that's the beginnings of of these there's two big volumes of these that virtually no one on the planet is 
read | think but they came out of 47 volumes of classified cable traffic going back and forth see these are 


these are some of the the cables that you can see here that that were sent back and forth a monkey then 
we've got some of the actual things that were published by the New York Times and then we've got our 
briefs arguing on behalf of being able to publish more and that whole fight went down in June of 71 and that 
was a that was pulling the plug basically the establishment pulled the plug on the war at that particular point | 
was at | just come out of Harvard Law School | got to participate with Professor Abe Shea he had drafted the 
Cooper Church amendment which was the amendment that specifically put before the United 
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that specifically put before the United States Congress the resolution to cut off all military funds for the war in 
Vietnam and | was fortunate to be one of the five people selected to go down in Lobby for the enactment of 
the Cooper Church amendment then came out of the law school and went down to the Cahill firm was 
fortunate enough to be there when the Pentagon Papers case was brought to us was fortunate to litigate that 
with them we won that and the reaction on the part of the the national security state bureaucracy this whole 
group of covert warriors was very specific at that point they determined that they had somehow been 
betrayed they began scurrying around and they started to dive they started to hide out they started to craft 
covert operations that could no longer be controlled by their superiors the the the Nixon administration 
moved to set up the plumbers he basically figured that he'd been betrayed by the establishment they were 
pulling the plug on him he sets up the plumbers to start infiltrating wiretapping doing everything he could do 
he sort of became cornered like he was beset in the White House not only had an entire generation risen up 
against him even to the point of some small minority would be willing to take up guns against them but in fact 
the establishment in the form of the New York Times had turned against them so they they began to develop 
this siege mentality and he brought in the plumbers to do his secret doings they proposed a Senate bill one a 
whole massive recodification of federal criminal code to outlaw almost everything that we'd been doing the 
the enterprise begins to be created soon after this the Phoenix program was 
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after this the Phoenix program was called into question at this point in time all of this happened right in that 
71 period the Phoenix program was exposed Southeast Asia Creighton Abrams demanded the indictment of 
some of the men who had killed someone and the whole roof was falling in on them so they began to form a 
a covert ultra secret a warfare capacity anyway what | want to do is at the beginning of the next discussion 
discuss with you what steps were taken by this group to dive to hideout to set up their operations in a way 
that they couldn't be gotten that by the law that they couldn't be gotten out by the political parties no but it 
couldn't be gotten that by the new generation of Americans because the they were smart and savvy and they 
knew that this onslaught of this generation with whom they'd had so much trouble already was going to 
become the major voting bloc so therefore they had to hide from the institutions of government to the extent 
to which our generation was savvy enough and well educated enough to know how to avoid the trap of 
armed insurrection if you go for the guns they go for bigger guns and they get big guns they do all kinds of 
stuff you need to have a mass based well-educated a disciplined group of people to be able to work on every 
single level through the legal structures to the political structures through the public education structures 
everywhere in our people consciously 
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everywhere in our people consciously backed away from the option of direct insurrection against the 
government itself and backed into this other option and the bad guys if you will allow me decided that they 
were going to set up an operation that was going to be protected against any of the activities the 
constitutional and lawful activities that we could engage in in that they would remain clandestine and they 
would be able to function without our getting to them and so you you come full circle the group that had 
engaged in claim destined warfare outside of the country and planned this whole operation in Southeast Asia 
and had invaded them had set up a secret plan to attack them had lied to the American public had lied to the 
Congress had lied to the president now found themselves basically descent and that they took refuge among 


themselves and they established an ultra secret liaison among themselves to protect themselves now what 
will what will address when we come back together again in our next in our next meeting on Monday is the 
the movement that was undertaken by the establishment to try to basically communicate to our generation 
effectively that they were willing to play by the rules that they would in fact remove Richard Nixon they would 
stop the war they would investigate the Central Intelligence Agency they would reinvestigate the Kennedy 
assassination they would investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King they were making a major play 
on the part of the establishment to tell our generation that we should stay 


02:26:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=ut-a838PLTg&t=8760s 





tell our generation that we should stay with them we should stay loyal to the establishment we should stay 
confident in the bona fide ease of the law enforcement system in the legal system and that they would 
provide relief and on the other hand there was the right-wing element of the national security state 
establishment that was getting ready to make war and getting ready to make war against our generation and 
getting ready to make war against the more moderate forces of the establishment and that that is the issue 
that we will discuss when we come back together again on Monday and that is the major confrontation 
between these elements of the establishment and the role that the post-world War two generation will play in 
the future in resolving where we're going to put our power and in our votes okay thank you very much 


END 


